
Following the application/interview process, 30 students will be selected to participate in the program during 
their junior and senior years. The students learn about the nonprofit sector, review requests for funding from 
local nonprofit organizations, and make site visits to interview those organizations. Then, students decide how 
to divide $10,000+ in grant money among those organizations. During the senior year, students learn all about 
fundraising and launch an 8-month fundraising campaign. Using proven techniques, students will implement 
a variety of methods to solicit donations which are then used to support the TPI grantmaking and other TPI 
experiences for future participants.

The program meets 1-2 times per month on Wednesdays, September through April, from 5:30 to 8:30 PM. 
There are 8 class sessions for the junior program and 9 class sessions for the senior program, plus the Capstone 
Ceremony. Any Naperville area high school rising junior is eligible to apply. Students must make a commitment 
to participate for two years - both their junior and senior years. Students have the opportunity to receive college 
credit from North Central College for this program. Applications are due by Friday, May 29, 2026.

Grantmaking: Teens receive applications and conduct site visits and 
interviews to determine TPI grant recipients, giving away $10,000 to 
local nonprofits that provide programs for local youth. 

Fundraising: Teens engage in activities that expand their knowledge 
and build their skills in the world of fundraising as a nonprofit 
organization. 

Strategic Volunteerism:  Teens support their local community, 
while also building their network of strong community programs 
and advocates, as they volunteer at a variety of community events 
throughout the school year.   

This program offers students a way to engage in grantmaking,  
fundraising, and strategic volunteerism. 
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Teen Philanthropy Initiative
Naperville Area Philanthropy & Community Service Teen Leadership Program

LINK TO TPI APPLICATION

Want to learn more about 
how you can make a positive 
impact on your community? 
KidsMatter is excited to 
offer an amazing hand-on 
learning opportunity for 
Naperville rising juniors…
the Naperville area Teen 
Philanthropy Initiative (TPI) 
Program. Participants will 
learn about the Three Pillars 
Initiative (TPI) of Philanthropy 
throughout the program.

www.kidsmatter2us.org/teen-philanthropy-initiative/

https://kidsmatter2us.org/teen-philanthropy-initiative/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfUGP-f5EpEODwvN9GAzEXNf4ZlSjHVP8GIHey4DQYJWGN01g/viewform

